The Coming Civilization
external circumstances. We only think that some-
thing is true because the forces which control our
machine-mind happen to have brought about that
particular result.
Do Ideas Affect Conduct? The Answer of Psychology
And this theory, which is so shattering to our
sense of self-importance, is reinforced by another
branch of psychology. Most of the psycho-analysts
tell us that what we imagine to be our will is merely
primitive instinct. We think a thing is true merely
because we want to think so. We try to be what we
consider moral merely because our unconscious
desires are dictating that line of action, or, more
often, because our desires have been thwarted and
twisted by suppression out of shape.
The psycho-analyst does not deny the existence
of mind; but he conceives it as something which is
directed by quite irrational influences. Most of our
mind, he points out, lies below what we term the
consciousness, and this submerged portion is a rather
primitive storehouse, full of the ordinary animal
impulses, which are mainly sexual. Therefore we
are not really responsible for our actions. The
Freudian agrees with the Behaviourist in declaring
that none of our actions are the result of a rational
process.
It is logical enough, if we accept this doctrine,
to say that events cause ideas; but it is difficult for
materialists to be logical in practice. It is quite
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